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Sélection galerie : la jeune
sceéne kosovare a la Galleria
Continua

A voir cette semaine, les ceuvres de

15 artistes, pour la plupart trentenaires,
qui ont connu le choc de |la guerre du
Kosovo et de I'exil dans leur enfance.

« Sand vire » (2022, OErmr Zanipetony. HAND LAAONADAGS PARS, 2025

Sislej Xhafa est un artiste né au Kosovo et installé a
New York. En 2022, il a ouvert un centre d'art
contemporain dans son pays natal, tandis que la
biennale nomade Manifesta s'implantait & Pristing, la

Sélection galerie : la jeune scéne kosovare d la Galleria Continua. A voir cette semaine, les ceuvres de 15 artistes, pour la plupart
trentenaires, qui ont connu le choc de la guerre du Kosovo et de I'exil dans leur enfance. Le Monde, 25.01.2025

https://www.lemonde.fr/culture/article/2025/01/25/selection-galerie-la-jeune-scene-kosovare-a-la-galleria-
continua 6514852 3246.html?Imd medium=al&lmd campaign=envoye-par-appli&lmd creation=ios&lmd source=whatsapp
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= a PEZAZHZTE FJALL Swese owwo 1 8 x
Hajrullahut pasi vetem kiéshtu do mund t'i kuptojmé dy veprat ¢ mé poshtme té tij, n€ t& cilat dua & perqéndrobem
né¢ k&t shkrim, Pavarésisht s¢ duken si dy vepra q¢ nuk kané lidhje me njéra tjetrén, do mundohem t& tregoj se ka
€sisht se jané térésisht 1€ ndara fizikisht,

njé lidhje shpirtérore mes tyre, p
Vepra ¢ paré &shé shfagja e njé parlamenti ku &€ politikanét paraqiten 1 zhveshur.

Asnjé pikturé tjetér, 1€ pakién né dijeniné time, nuk ¢ rréfen politikén ¢ sotme né Evropén Juglindore né ményré
kaq 1€ njEmendsé. Lakurigésia e politikangve nuk dubet 1& kuptohet kétu si ndonjé veprim i kot€, sipérfagésor, njé
déshiré pér t'i shfaqur politikanét & zhveshur pér hir 1 ndonjé manie erotike apo ndonjé déshire pér 1
skandalizuar tradicionalét, por pikiésépari si njé shfagje simbolike dhe ¢ njEmendté ¢ vet& realitetit politik ku

Politicsand Nationalism, Peizazhe, Erlind Sulko, 21.11.2024
https://peizazhe.com/2024/11/21/politika-dhe-nacionalizmi/
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Artan Hajrullahu at Sarieva

October 15, 2023

Artist: Artan Hajrullahu
Exhibition title: A House Without Walls
Venue: Sarieva, Plovidy, Bulgaria

Date: September | - November 30, 2023

Artan Hajrullahu at Sarieva, review.
Art Viewer, 15 October 2023
https://artviewer.org/artan-hajrullahu-at-sarieva/
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O0®0O The Top Ten Shows in Europe of 2022

From Cyprien Galliard's triumphant bomecoming in Paris to Bruno Zhe's Barcelona debust, these ase the best

exhibitions of the year

n BY CHLOE STLAD IN [V MIVIIWS. LEMIBITION RIVIEWS

Ahead of the 14th edition of Manifesta, which took place this summer in Prishtina, frieze gathered a group
of artists and writers from the Western Balkans to discuss the potential benefits and pitfalls of staging the
nomadic biennale in Kosovo. Several participants, including Sejla Kamerié, hoped the spotlight would be on
regional artists. Her wish came true when it was revealed that more than half of the exhibiting artists were
from the region. Many of them, according to Kimberly Bradley's round up of the show, ‘grappled with issues
of identity; even more with memories of recent geopolitical ruptures’. Her highlights included Kosovar artist
Artan Hajrullahu's ‘provocative’ and ‘uncanny’ small-format drawings in coloured pencil and work bz Selma
Selman, an artist born in Bosnia-Herzegovina with Roma origins. Selman's Mercedes Matrix (2019) 'sees the
artist and her family, who work collecting scrap metal, destroy a Mercedes Benz' in an attempt to

‘deconstruct and destroy the stereotypical image of Roma people’,

The Top 10 Shows in Europe of 2022, review. Author: Chloe Stead
Frieze, 5 December 2022
https://www.frieze.com/article/top-ten-shows-europe-2022
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00®0 Five Balkan Artists to Watch at Manifesta 14

Ceappheg wrd mrees of sdenaty and culvaral memory, thewe artarn the 1 the bueazial 13 Kosove widh semackable

rembence asd imagmatson

Y IR BRABUEY [N SOTNION | 11 W% 3T

Five Balkan Artists to Watch at Manifesta 14, article. Author: Kimberly Bradley
Frieze, 11 August 2022

https://www.frieze.com/article/five-balkan-artists-manifesta-14
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As reports of rising tensions between Kosovo and its ethnic Serb minority continue to make headlines, the
political and social frictions in the Western Balkans have become a contextual backdrop to many of the
works currently on display at Manifesta 14, The nomadic biennial, which runs until 30 October in Prishtina,
trains a sharp lens on local and regional artists, who make up more than half of the exhibitors. Many of them
grapple with issues of identity; even more with memories of recent geopolitical ruptures. The following
Balkan artists are just some of those addressing a fraught past and difficult present with remarkable

resilience and imagination.

Kosovar artist Artan Hajrullahu’s small-format drawings in coloured pencil on packing paper depict groups
of people, mostly in interior spaces, sleeping, watching television and dancing. The scenes are united by a
poignant intimacy: in Bjjat (2021), for instance, three people - married sisters visiting their mother - are
tucked up in bed together under a handmade quilt. The works are often provocative or uncanny: a lone baby
lies on the floor; figures appear nude (taboo in Kosovo); a seated man sketches in a room, alone except for a
herd of tiny toy wild animals. With skewed, flat perspectives and proportions, these drawings reflect
moments of contemporary life, but the nostalgia-laden objects they depict — a wood stove and a doily,
among other items recalled from the artist’s childhood — hark back to the country’s Yugoslavia-era past.

Five Balkan Artists to Watch at Manifesta 14, article. Author: Kimberly Bradley
Frieze, 11 August 2022
https://www.frieze.com/article/five-balkan-artists-manifesta-14
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ARTAN HAJRULLAHU: MY CHARACTERS
ARE NAKED AND IN NEED OF
SOMETHING TO WARM THEM UP

The painter who draws everyday life in pieces of cardboard.

In August last year, Artan Hajrullahu presented his works in the exhibition
“Artists in Quarantine,” a collection of artists’ works created during lockdown
that depicted life in the pandemic. It suited the painter from Gijilan to a tee;
most of his drawings, even beforehand, contained elements of everyday life,
mainly inside the living room or bedroom.

Using familiar Kosovar household objects that he grew up with, such as
handmade laceworks, mirrors and a wood burning stove, he explores human

intimacy and tries to break social taboos. With a deep nostalgia for the wood
burning stove that was present throughout his childhood, in his painting and
drawings he conveys the warmth and togetherness that people found when they
gathered in the room where the stove was. Whereas by placing handmade laces
onto the naked bodies of his characters, he somehow seems to mock the refusal
of Kosovar society to accept intimacy for what it is: part of daily life.

The total lockdown resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic didn’t pose any
problems for Hajrullahu in terms of finding the materials necessary for his
works. For years now he has drawn on pieces of cardboard that are usually
thrown away by others. The “frame” of his drawings is often the shape of the
cardboard pieces that he finds, many of which are from his time as a student.
Even during his childhood, he used to paint on any piece of paper he could

find.

His minimalist drawings with few elements are “unsettled” on the pieces of

cardboard.

“Finding thrown away materials that you don’t need to spend money on has
8 Y ) y
given me space for creativity; I can create anywhere,” he says.

Artan Hajrullahu: my characters are naked and in need of something to warm, interview. Author: Ngadhnjim Avdyli
Kosovo 2.0, 19 July 2022
https://kosovotwopointzero.com/en/artan-hajrullahu-my-characters-are-naked-and-in-need-of-something-to-warm-
them-up
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Artan Hajrullahu: my characters are naked and in need of something to warm, interview. Author: Ngadhnjim Avdyli

Kosovo 2.0, 19 July 2022

Born in 1979, Hajrullahu finished painting studies at the Academy of Arts in
Prishtina. Now, besides painting and drawing, he teaches students at the Visual
Arts High School in Gijilan. For more than a decade, he has exhibited his work
in group exhibitions in galleries and cultural centers in various countries around
the world, from the U.S. and Germany to Croatia and Slovenia. He has also
presented a range of solo exhibitions, including at the National Historical
Museum in Tirana in 2006 and the National Gallery of Kosovo in 2010.

K2.0 talked to Hajrullahu about the form and content of his drawings, the
wood burning stove and the mirror, about marriage and the laceworks, the
living room as the epicenter of the family, and about the cold, and sex.

K2.0: How much did the economic circumstances of Kosovar families,
especially during the *90s and 2000s, when most of them lived in poverty, affect
your selection of drawing materials? It seems that choosing to draw on
cardboard is a form of saving, when we know that canvas is much more

expensive, and also the frames and colors.

Artan Hajrullahu: I tried to think of something monumental and from there to
move on to something minimal. Ifyou start on a piece of paper orina
notebook, you cannot move on to something different. I was forced, if I may
say so, to give shape to recycled [thrown away] materials and to have a space to
draw there. A minimal one. This gave me the opportunity to think, or forced
me to think, “What's beyond this?”

Beyond the form, even the content and the expression of your drawings are
more or less minimalist; all the characters gathered around the stove, drying
their hair, all the family staying in one room, and similar details. What
influenced the different elements?

This is a nostalgia about the household objects I grew up with. Each object
reminds me of a story, and that story always relates to another story, and here
begins the stimulus that then turns into an expression. My parents are also part
of my drawings, but they represent a relationship from the past, even though I
have drawn or painted them now. I don’t know, maybe it’s an emotion from
the past, a way of trying to understand how they raised us!

The content of your drawings is not “glamorous” and it reminds me, above all,
of the drawing in which you depict Migjen. You drew the poet on a piece of
cardboard, naked, near a stove, with a small penis, and not in those “Napoleon

poses.

It has always bothered me how nudes are seen in our country, especially if they
are related to national figures. Sometimes you start thinking, and you say, “wait,
Migjen also took baths.” We can undress him, and see him like that. This
doesn’t mean that we are stripping him of what he represents or what Migjen
was, but the important thing is that we can see him in difterent ways.

https://kosovotwopointzero.com/en/artan-hajrullahu-my-characters-are-naked-and-in-need-of-something-to-warm-

them-up

sarieva.org



https://kosovotwopointzero.com/en/artan-hajrullahu-my-characters-are-naked-and-in-need-of-something-to-warm-them-up
https://kosovotwopointzero.com/en/artan-hajrullahu-my-characters-are-naked-and-in-need-of-something-to-warm-them-up

SARIEVA / gallery

) s s iuire 8 s Actribune e 2 Accnrt &

== Merw Q Corca At vsive PYogemo  Peofessions A% performatve Edtora Tursmo Dafmondo Jobts  Televison

imi»
L AT i
.

LADAN
231 2023-29.1.2024

CALGULATING EMPIRES

L'artista Sislej Xhafa apre un centro d'arte
contemporanea a Peja in Kosovo

i
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Arkdv ieatings & Papt ph. Actan Haprulaty

L’ONG ARKIV DI SISLEJ XHAFA NELLA
SCUOLA DIPEJA

Ancora in Kosovo, ma questa volta nella citta di Peja, é stata di nuovo una
scuola il luogo di elezione protagonista dell’apertura di un altro
importante presidio artistico. E infatti nella prima scuola elementare
pubblica della citta che I'artista Sislej Xhafa - che a Peja ¢ nato nel 1970 -
ha inaugurato lo scorso 23 luglio la prima mostra che segna I"avvio delle
attivita di ARKIV The Institute of Contemporary Art Pejé, Silence Took a
Hold of the Rooms, dell'artista kosovaro Artan Hajrullahu, presente
all'inaugurazione a Peja insieme al suo Primo cittadino e all'’Ambasciatrice

del Kosovo in [talia, Lendita Haxhitasim.

L'artista Sislej Xhafa apre un centro d'arte contemporanea a Peja in Kosovo, review. Author: Cristina Masturzo
Artribune, 29 July 2022
https://www.artribune.com/arti-visive/arte-contemporanea/2022/07/sislej-xhafa-centro-arte-peja-kosovo/
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Lajme Teatri Filmi Arti Pamor Libri Muzika Trashégimia Showbiz

Hapet Instituti i Artit Bashkékohor -
ARKIV

Hapet Instituti i Artit Bashkékohor — ARKIV.

KultPlus, 2022
https://www.kultplus.com/arti-pamor/hapet-instituti-i-artit-bashkekohor-
arkiv/?fbclid=IwAR3invAYpZOAkwDNI1ACFIPbOPSrVXWKnFuzUJ]KgqVz7GKWWAKPIULHDANOIg
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Piktori Artan Hajrullahu pér
Demokracia.com: Me art i luftoj tabuté
shogérore

Demokracia
® 20:04 | 29 Mars 2021

Piktori Artan Hajrullahu pér Demokracia.com: Me art i luftoj tabuté shogérore

Demokracia, 29 March 2021
https://demokracia.com/piktori-artan-hajrullahut-per-demokracia-com-me-art-i-luftoj-tabute-
shogerore/?fbclid=IwAR2YtYzkufGb 1X7apjOtfjleL8g2e-VSBddihziRQWPRTZgH4x5P-wYc 4
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“Kashta e Kumtrit” pér nostalgjiné, kujtimet dhe
erotizmin

Né galeriné “Paper” Artan Hajrullahu 1@ premten ka hapur ekspozitén personale gé pérmbledh punén e tre vjetéve té fundit. Titulli i ekspozités éshté

goxha intrigues. | tillé @shté edhe koncepti

“Kashta e Kumtrit” pér nostalgjiné, kujtimet dhe erotizmin, author: Elvira Berisha
KOHA, 2020
https://www.koha.net/kulture/248612/kashta-e-kumtrit-per-nostalgjine-kujtimet-dhe-erotizmin/
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PIEZAZHETE IJALLS

ose natyra jo aq té geta
BAZE NE PAH « SOCIOLOGU! KULTURE HISTORI LETERSI POLITIKE ENGLISH
PER NJERIUN BASHKEKOHOR Komente Sé Fundi
5 Qershor 2020 nga Erlind Sulko Ervin Xhinaku te KONTEKST
) Giergji Bakallbashi te MOS PERMENDI NJERI FJALEN
nga Erlind Sulko sr’fgr{a “ e

Alba te SHQIPJA E VETMJA
Artan Kafexhiu te SHQIPJA E VETMJA
Ardian Vehbiu te SHQIPJA E VETMJA

Né punimin e Artan Hajrullahut té vitit 2019 (treguar mé poshté), na shfaget njé burré dhe njé
grua té zhveshur prané njé luleje shtatlarté té mbjellé né vazo. Gjethet e médha té lules ju
kané mbuluar fytyrat dhe dorén e djathté. Kjo na shfaget né ményré objektive dhe nuk mund
té pérgénjeshtrohet. Por a mund té themi se e kemi kuptuar kété punim duke shqyrtuar
vetém até qé nuk mund té mohohet? A na flet digcka ky punim nése kundrojmeé vémendshém Enzima
vetém ngjyrat e trajtézuara? A mund ta vézhgojmé shpirtin e kétij punimi vetém duke béré njé
shqyrtim té hollésishém té kompozimit gjeometrik té trupave dhe ndjesive gé na jep
ndryshimi i ngjyrave? I shtroj kéto pyetje pasi kam besimin e ploté qé e kundérta qéndron: ky
punim éshté i pakuptimté nése anashkalojmé traditén, fené, filozofiné, kulturén dhe historiné
¢ mendimit. Si¢ do mundohem té tregoj edhe mé poshté, ky punim na flet vetém nése shihet
si rrjedhojé e mundésisé qé ajo ka pér té bashkébiseduar me Frymén e pérgjithshme.

KONTEKST 7 Janar 2024

SHQIPJA E VETM]JA 5 Janar 2024

MOS PERMENDI NJERI FJALEN SHESH? 4 Janar 2024
TITUJT E VETMISE DHE TEKNOLOG]JIA 3 Janar 2024
YOU ARE ALL SET, SISYPHUS! 2 Janar 2024

Pérzgjidhni Kategori v

Pineska

21 janar 2011 albanologjia arsimi i larté ssteri Borges
censura drejtshkrimi Edi Rama wigcion Enver
Hoxha Erioa Velia) Facebook flales ¢ husjs gegaisten
gegérishtja guda hgpe iliree taterne islami Ismall
Kadare juius kombétarizmi Kosova
ligjérimi publik liria e falis M Comy mediat nacionalizmi
orientalizmat partitokracia pluralizeni privassa processs PUrizmi
perkthimi resioms sociulisr shogeria civile shqupsa standard shqlpla
totalitare Skénderbeu standardi Stanislaw Lec
teatri kombetar | irana totalitarizmi

Arkiva

Pérzgjidhni Muaj v

Adresé Email

Pér njeriun bashkékohor, Peisazhe te fjales, author: Erlind Sulko
Peizazhe, 2020
https://peizazhe.com/2020/06/05/per-njeriun-bashkekohor/
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sbunker

Pér Migjenin e Hajrullahut

Foto: Artan Har iy 19 néntor 2019

Pér Migjenin e Hajrullahut, author: Erlind Sulko
Sbunker, 2019
https://sbunker.net/teh/90342/per-migjenin-e-hajrullahut/

Mulliri i Bicajve, vieré
e trashégimisé
kulturore

Muliri né fshatin Vrelle
Istog. Kosove, 2019, Foto

Ridona

Stereotipet gjinore
dhe ndikimi i tyre né
historité e dhunés
seksuale té pérjetuar
giaté luftés ne
Kosové

llustrimet nga: Artan Balaj
*Zera te pa degjuar

Zéra té pa dégjuar
llustrimet nga: Artan Balaj
Libei “Zera té pa
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